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Great public institutions publish books for several key reasons:

1. Dissemination of Knowledge: Institutions like universities, research centers, 
parks, and government agencies generate valuable research and insights.

2. Preservation of Research: Books serve as a permanent record of research 
findings, historical documentation, and intellectual contributions preserved for 
future generations.

3. Educational Mission: Many public institutions have educational mandates. 
Publishing books helps them fulfill their mission by providing educational 
resources to students, educators, and the general public.

4. Enhancing Reputation: Publishing high-quality books can enhance an 
institution’s reputation and prestige.



5. Fostering Collaboration: Books often involve collaboration between 
researchers, scholars, and institutions.

6. Public Engagement: By publishing books, institutions engage with the public 
on important issues, offer diverse perspectives, and stimulate discussions on 
relevant topics.

7. Funding and Support: Some institutions use publications as a way to attract 
funding and support. Demonstrating expertise and impact through published 
works can help secure grants and other forms of financial support.

8. Promoting Institutional Goals: Publishing can align with and promote the 
strategic goals of an institution, such as advancing specific fields of study or 
addressing a variety of needs and challenges.



The book, Landscape of Nations: Beyond the Mist, draws 
upon the meta narratives of Haudenosaunee and 
Anishinaabek cultures, archaeological data, British Indian 
Department records, private correspondence, testimony, 
proclamations, memoirs, and photographs and objects 
from the collections of numerous museums, libraries, and 
archives, to illuminate Niagara’s Indigenous history and 
how things got to be the way they are concerning the 
oscillating relations between Canada and the original 
peoples, and nations, who helped secure its existence.

































































































For Niagara Parks, the book is a manifestation of an 
aspiration and foray into the establishment of a place-
based learning platform, predicated upon the remarkable 
history lessons imbedded within multiple destinations 
throughout the park system. It’s about highlighting and 
building history, heritage, and legacy elements into the 
park, much like the roads, bridges, and facilities that are 
upgraded, resourced, and constructed each year.



This book supports the concept of Niagara Parks being a 
Living Park. This concept builds upon the idea of 
integrating ecological principles, sustainability practices, 
and community engagement activities to create dynamic 
and thriving public spaces. Unlike traditional parks that 
primarily focus on recreation and green spaces, living parks 
aim to enhance biodiversity, promote environmental 
education, and foster a deeper connection between 
people, their history, and nature.



In this regard, the incredibly significant assets held by 
Niagara Parks place it in an enviable position to enhance its 
reputation and standing by integrating a place-based 
learning approach within its institutional practices, 
applications, and public presence.
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NIAGARA PARKS

 Niagara Parks is a key demand generator, driving visitation and 
tourism to Niagara and Ontario.

 Responsible for maintaining 56km Niagara Parkway and 53km 
recreation trail, numerous parks, gardens and natural areas.

 Breadth of services include Niagara Parks Police Service, School of 
Horticulture. 

 Re-established Niagara Parks Foundation focuses on raising funds 
to support additional environmental and cultural stewardship 
projects.

 As a self-funded organization, investments into enhancing our 
guest experiences that in turn, drive visitation and grow revenue,  
directly benefit our ability to deliver on our mandate of 
environmental and cultural stewardship. 

Stewards of the Niagara River 
Corridor
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 Founded in 1885
 Operates under the Niagara Parks Act
 Two founding principles:

i. Niagara Parks would never be a 
burden to the taxpayers of Ontario

ii. Niagara Parks would as much as 
possible, be free to enjoy

Niagara Parks

 Board-governed operational enterprise under the 
Ministry of Tourism, Sport and Culture

• 12-member Board of Commissioners 

Mandate: To be the environmental and cultural 
stewards of the Niagara River Corridor

Vision: To be one of the most spectacular parks in 
the world



NIAGARA PARKS

Funding and Operations
 One of the region’s largest employers; 1,800 headcount 

in peak season; $60 million payroll. 
 Operating budget covers payroll, operating expenses to 

run its revenue-producing operations and key 
operational projects. 

 Capital budget covers investments into deferred 
maintenance and strategic projects to enhance Niagara 
Parks’ visitor experiences 

• $175 million worth of deferred maintenance 
across Niagara Parks sites 

 Major capital projects for 2024-25: 
• Replacement of Niagara’s Fury 
• Repairs and maintenance
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• August 28 at Table Rock Centre 

• Reception in partnership with the 
offices of the British High 
Commissioner and Consul-General 
to celebrate the planned flyover of 
the Falls by the Red Arrows 

• 60th diamond season for the Red 
Arrows, British aerobatics display 
team for the Royal Air Force 

Red Arrows Reception
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• Open August 31 to December 8

• New photography exhibit by Dr. 
Roberta Bondar now open at the 
Butterfly Conservatory

• Included with general admission 

Patterns & Parallels: 
The Great Imperative 
to Survive 



NIAGARA PARKS

• Labour Day was the final day of 
operations for Niagara's Fury 

• Team is now prepping the site for 
construction 

• Hoarding wall construction is 
underway, to be in place by 
September 16 

Closure of Niagara's 
Fury 
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• Casting call for extras – filming for 
new attraction 

• Landing page with online forms to 
register to take part in filming at 
featured locations 

• Filming dates: 
o Sept 23-24 
o Oct 21, 23, 24

New Attraction 
Filming 
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• Effective September 3, 2024, 
Niagara Parks now operates both 
the WEGO Blue and Green Lines 

• Former WEGO Red Line now 
Niagara Region Transit Route 
116/216 

• Transfer hub – Ramada Hotel on 
Stanley Avenue 

WEGO Changes Now 
Live 



NIAGARA PARKS

• Well-attended species preservation 
event at the Butterfly Conservatory

• Monarch butterflies classified as at-
risk species 

• 400 were released and another 400 
were tagged and released to 
document their migratory journey 
south to Mexico

• $775 raised during the free event for 
the Niagara Parks Foundation 

Majestic Monarchs
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• New interactive map feature to help 
with wayfinding and to promote 
different areas within the gardens 

• Blooms calendar 

• New long-form video

Botanical Gardens 
Webpage Refresh 



12NIAGARA PARKS



NIAGARA PARKS

• Legends on the Niagara hosted the Rankin 
Construction Charity Golf Tournament in August. The 
golfers enjoyed both lunch and dinner on-site in 
addition to their time on the course. 

o The tournament raised over $125,000 to go toward 
immediate cancer care in the Niagara region.

• All Niagara Parks Golf courses offered favourable 
playing conditions through the summer, receiving 
excellent comments from online surveys.

• In July, rockstar legend Alice Cooper and guitarist 
Ryan Roxie visited Whirlpool Golf Course, where they 
played a round with Niagara Parks’ Director of Golf, 
Curtis Labelle. Both thoroughly enjoyed the course 
and expressed interest in the upcoming changes. 
Cooper, an avid golfer and passionate advocate for 
junior golf, was in town that evening for a performance 
at the OLG Stage.

Niagara Parks Golf Updates
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• Reservations at Niagara Parks Golf courses are pacing 
very well for the remainder of the season and are up from 
the previous year, with tournaments, golf packages and All 
Access rounds being extremely popular.

• Unrestricted and Chippawa All Access passes are still 
available for sale from the Legends Pro Shop.

• The inaugural season of golf leagues at Legends was a 
success, with golf league participants enjoying the meals 
included in their league fees at the Legends Restaurant.

• Golf Academy programming continued with private and 
group golf lessons available by appointment. Children’s 
golf instruction will continue on weekends after Labour 
Day to keep up with the demand, including First Tee 
programming.

Niagara Parks Golf Updates



NIAGARA PARKS

• During July and August 2024, 
Niagara Parks hosted 20 wedding 
ceremonies, 13 wedding receptions, 
four business/social events and nine 
travel trade client familiarization 
tours.

Niagara Parks Sales 
Team Updates
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Niagara Parks is operating a new, 
custom-made popcorn wagon near the 
brink of the Falls, just north of Table 
Rock Centre, offering popcorn, soft-
serve ice cream and cold beverages.

New Popcorn Wagon 
at Table Rock
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New Plasma Globe at 
the Niagara Parks 
Power Station



NIAGARA PARKS

• Niagara Parks’ procured provider of 
digital photo capture services, 
Digital Attractions, has updated the 
technology used when taking guest 
photos. 

• Green Screen is no longer needed 
and photos can now be taken 
against a video wall

• New technology is much more 
engaging and visually interesting for 
guests. 

Digital Photo Capture 
Services - Update
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• With Niagara Regional Police 
Service, hosted visit to Niagara 
Region and Niagara Parks

• Youth in Policing Initiative
• Partners:

i. Indigenous Police Chiefs of 
Ontario

ii. Anishinabek Police Service
iii. Treaty Three Police

Niagara Parks 
Police Service
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• New tables added across our 
outdoor pavilions to improve the 
guest experience and accessibility 

• New garden planting at Legends 

• Improvements at Grand View 

• Marina touchups: painting piling 
poles, dock plats and algae removal 

Park Improvements 
Update 
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• As part of the new MOU with Vineland 
Research and Innovation Centre, the 
Niagara Parks Soil Analysis program 
was launched.

• Over 100 soil samples from 7 future 
planting locations were collected.

• Analysis by Vineland will be used to 
guide tree species selection, stock 
types, and required soil amendments 
(e.g. compost) to increase survival.

• Another 2500+ trees will be planted this 
fall.

Tree Planting Program 
- Soil Analysis
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Queenston Heights Park 

• Construction to begin the last week of 
September 

• Opening estimated for June 2025 

Paving Projects

• Resurfacing of the Recreation Trail from 
Pedestrian Bridge #34 (Line 3) to just south of 
Service Road 61, in Niagara-on-the-Lake

• Improvements to the Butterfly Conservatory 
Rear Drainage System

North Parkway 
Projects
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QVP Public Washroom Driveway Revamp

• Public Washroom Driveway and Events Area project will focus 
on replacing the driveway and road leading to the washroom 
facility and reconstructing the trail from the driveway to Murray 
Hill

• Expected start date is September 16 and construction is 
anticipated to be completed by the end of October.

Recreation Trail Revamp

• 800 metres of concrete curb and sidewalk will be removed and 
replaced between White Water Walk and Whirlpool Aero Car. 

• Expected start date is September 16 with an expected 
completion date of October 27.

Table Rock Redevelopment

• Work is underway near the main entrance at Table Rock Centre 
to improve the north side fire exit. With Niagara’s Fury closing its 
doors, construction is now beginning on a brand-new attraction 
coming Summer 2025.

Central Parks Projects 
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• Closures are required within Dufferin 
Islands to allow for safe installation of 
underground service lines 

• Dates: September 9 through to 
November 1

• Fencing in place to limit access to 
perimeter parking and trails

• Interior trails and bridges remain open

• One-way traffic will be maintained into 
Dufferin Islands via Burning Springs 
Hill

Infrastructure Repairs 
at Dufferin Islands



NIAGARA PARKS

Paving Projects

Currently underway, expected completion date of September 30:

• Approximately 5 kilometres from south of Cairns Crescent to north 
of Bowen St. Intersection

• Approximately 1 kilometre from north of Wintermute Street to the 
joint on the south side of the Catherine Street

• Lakeshore Road from just before the new roundabout to Beatrice 
Street

• From Schweigler Road to 3255 Niagara Parkway

• Provisional resurfacing of field side lane of Cairns Crescent near 
Sutherland Drive

Starting September 16, with an expected completion date of October 
27:

• Resurfacing (approximately 1.5 km) of East and West bound 
lanes of Upper Rapids Boulevard, including the entrance to the 
Rapidsview Parking Lot

Upcoming South 
Parkway Projects



NIAGARA PARKS

Questions and 
Comments
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